What do You Mean I’m Not a Perennial!?! – Native Shrubs and Small Trees 

for Perennial Companionship
Bill Cullina

Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens

wcullina@mainegardens.org
mainegardens.org

williamcullina.com

One-step Pruning – Native Cutback Shrubs for Sun and Moist Soil
Sambucus canadensis (Canada Elder)
‘Aurea”

‘Laciniata’
Sambucus racemosa ssp. Pubens (red Elder)
Sambucus nigra explained
Spiraea tomentosa (Steeplebush)
Spiraea alba (Meadowsweet)
Hydrangea arborescens (Wild Hydrangea)
‘Annabelle’
Hydrangea radiata ‘Samantha’ 

Ilex verticillata (Winterberry) and cultivars
Clethra alnifolia (Summersweet) and cultivars
Clethra acuminata (Cinnamon Clethra)
Lonicera involucrata (Twinberry)
Neviusia alabamensis (Alabama Snow Wreath)
Physocarpus opulifolius (Ninebark) and cultivars

 Calycanthus floridus (Sweetshrub) and cultivars
Hypericum frondosum (Golden St. John’s Wort)
Magnolia ashei (Ashe’s Magnolia)
Magnolia macrophylla (Bigleaf Magnolia)
Cotinus obovatus (American Smoketree)
Aesculus parviflora (Bottlebrush Buckeye)
Chionanthus virginicus (Fringetree)
Viburnum nudum var. cassinoides and var. nudum (Witherod)
Viburnum dentatum ‘Blue Muffin’ (Arrowwood) 
Vines 

Lonicera sempervirens (Trumpet Honeysuckle) as a standard

Wisteria macrostachya (Kentucky Wisteria) 
Cutbacks for Dry/poor Soils and Sun
Ceanothus americanus (New Jersey Tea)
Comptonia peregrina (Sweetfern)
Myrica pensylvanica (Bayberry)
Rhus typhina ‘Laciniata’ (Cutleaf Staghorn Sumac)
and ‘Tiger Eyes’
Photinia (Aronia) melanocarpa and cultivars (Black Chokeberry)
Prunus maritima (Beach Plum)
Prunus depressa (Creeping Sand Cherry)
Xanthorhiza simplicissima (Yellowroot)
Diervilla lonicera (Northern Bush Honeysuckle)
Shrubs and Small Trees of Manageable Size That Don’t Need to be Cut Back

Carpinus carolinianus (Musclewood)
Amelanchier canadensis (Canada Serviceberry)
Amelanchier bartramiana (Bartram’s Serviceberry)
Magnolia virginiana (Sweetbay Magnolia)
Stewartia ovata (Mountain Stewartia)
Aesculus pavia (Red Buckeye)
Hamamelis vernalis (Ozark Witch Hazel)
Ilex glabra (Inkberry Holly)
Ilex (Nemopanthus) mucronata (Mountain Holly)
Fothergilla gardenii and cultivars (Witch Alder)
Rosa virginiana and ‘Alba’ (Virginia Rose)
Rosa setigera (Prairie Rose)
Same Thing For Shade
Dirca palustris (Leatherwood)
Viburnum lantanoides (Hobblebush)
Viburnum acerifolium (Maple-leaf Viburnum)
Lindera benzoin (Spicebush)
Acer pensylvanicum (Moosewood)
Acer spicatum (Mountain Maple)
Hamamelis virginiana (Common Witch Hazel)
A  Fungusamungus
Rhododendron prinophyllum (Rose Azalea)
Rhododendron vaseyi (Pinkshell Azalea)

Rhododendron calendulaceum (Flame Azalea) and cultivars
Rhododendron cumberlandense (Cumberland Azalea)

Kalmia latifolia (Mountain Laurel) and cultivars
Leucothoe fontanesiana (Mountain Fetterbush)

Leucothoe axillaris (Coast Leucothoe)

Leucothoe racemosa (Sweetbells)
Vaccinium corymbosum (Highbush Blueberry)
Vaccinium pallidum (Hillside Blueberry)

Gaylussacia baccata (Black Huckleberry)
